Staff from the Division of Wildlife Resources issued 422 permits, down 21% from 2014. Staff from the Office of Law Enforcement (OLE) issued 81 permits, up 11% from 2014. Based on a sample of 181 reports that were returned to IDNR by landowners and tenants, 75% of people who received permits captured >1 animal. Species  I  II  III  IV  V  Statewide   Raccoon  23  10  54  83  23  193  Beaver  22  7  14  16  26  85  Woodchuck  15  2  39  32  11  99  Muskrat  6  2  1  15  11  35  Squirrels  5  0  17  25  2  49  Striped skunk  5  4  1  9  12  31  Opossum  2  1  23  36  12  74  Coyote  8  1  4  6  4  23  Rabbit  2  2  5  4  3  16  Foxes  1  1  4  9  8  23  River otter  0  0  1  4  2  7  Bobcat  0  0  0  0  4  4  Chipmunk  0  1  0  2  0  3  Weasel  0  1  1  0  0  2  Other  3  1  0  1  1  6 a Includes 106 permits issued to landowners or tenants for removal of more than one species (i.e., number of permits by species is greater than total number of permits issued). The number of wildlife conflicts serviced by permittees during 2015 decreased 5% from the previous year (Table 2) . Permittees handled 98,422 animals (Table 3) , down 9% from 2014.
Estimates of numbers of bats excluded from structures in northwestern Illinois accounted for much of the overall decline, so we consider the change nominal. Most wildlife conflicts (79%) were serviced by permittees residing in Region II, which includes the greater Chicago metropolitan area.
Illinois law has required euthanasia of striped skunks since 1991. From 1991 through 1999, euthanasia or relocation (>10 but <40 miles from point of capture) were allowed for other common species defined as game or furbearing mammals by the Wildlife Code. In 1999, laws were amended to prohibit relocation of raccoons because of concerns about spreading diseases, movement of relocated raccoons into nearby residential areas, and impacts of predation on other wildlife where numbers of raccoons attained artificially high densities.
The new law took effect in April, 1999. It offered three options for the disposition of raccoons: (1) euthanasia in accordance with Department guidelines, (2) release within 100 yards of the capture site, or (3) surrender to a licensed veterinarian who was also a licensed wildlife rehabilitator. During 2015, 237 raccoons were relocated illegally, 350 were released within 100 yards, and 205 were transferred to rehabilitators. Those who relocated raccoons were sent a reminder that this activity is prohibited by State law. a Includes permittees' estimates of bats that were excluded.
Permittees reported that 83% of all animals they handled were euthanized or taken by lethal means (Table 4) . This proportion has increased (e.g., from 31% in 1991) because of state laws that prohibit relocation of raccoons and striped skunks, Forest Preserve policies that prohibit or limit relocation, and costs associated with transporting animals to release sites. Conflicts between humans and wildlife are likely to increase because of (1) urban sprawl, (2) high and/or increasing populations of many types of urban wildlife, and (3) better wildlife habitat as landscaping matures in older communities. 
